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Supporting	Question	1	

Featured	Source		
Source	B:	Edward	Winslow,	description	of	the	first	encounter	between	the	Pilgrims	and	
Wampanoag,	Mourt's	Relation:	A	Journal	of	the	Pilgrims	at	Plymouth	(transcribed	by	Caleb	
Johnson,	excerpts),	1622		

NOTE:	Mourt’s	Relation	was	an	early	Pilgrim	booklet	written	mainly	by	Edward	Winslow	with	significant	
contributions	from	William	Bradford.	Published	in	England	(likely	by	George	Morton),	it	provides	a	firsthand	account	
of	the	early	struggles	of	Pilgrims	in	exploring	Cape	Cod	and	then	settling	at	Plymouth	as	well	as	early	interactions	
with	Native	inhabitants.	The	excerpt	here	describes	the	first	very	brief	encounter	between	Pilgrim	settlers	and	Native	
Americans	on	November	15,	1620.		

Text	from	Mourt’s	Relation	Transcribed	by	Caleb	Johnson	

Wednesday,	the	15th	of	November,	they	were	set	ashore,	and	when	they	had	ordered	themselves	in	the	order	of	a	
single	file	and	marched	about	the	space	of	a	mile,	by	the	sea	they	espied	five	or	six	people	with	a	dog,	coming	
towards	them,	who	were	savages,	who	when	they	saw	them,	ran	into	the	wood	and	whistled	the	dog	after	them,	
etc.	First	they	supposed	them	to	be	Master	Jones,	the	master,	and	some	of	his	men,	for	they	were	ashore	and	knew	
of	their	coming,	but	after	they	knew	them	to	be	Indians	they	marched	after	them	into	the	woods,	lest	other	of	the	
Indians	should	lie	in	ambush;	but	when	the	Indians	saw	our	men	following	them,	they	ran	away	with	might	and	
main	and	our	men	turned	out	of	the	wood	after	them,	for	it	was	the	way	they	intended	to	go,	but	they	could	not	
come	near	them.	They	followed	them	that	night	about	ten	miles	by	the	trace	of	their	footings,	and	saw	how	they	
had	come	the	same	way	they	went,	and	at	a	turning	perceived	how	they	ran	up	a	hill,	to	see	whether	they	followed	
them.	At	length	night	came	upon	them,	and	they	were	constrained	to	take	up	their	lodging,	so	they	set	forth	three	
sentinels,	and	the	rest,	some	kindled	a	fire,	and	others	fetched	wood,	and	there	held	our	rendezvous	that	night.	

NOTE:	The	following	excerpt	describes	the	first	extended	encounter	of	Pilgrim	settlers	and	Native	Americans	in	March	
of	1621.	

Text	from	Mourt’s	Relation	Transcribed	by	Caleb	Johnson	

Friday,	the	16th	[of	March],	a	fair	warm	day;	towards	this	morning	we	determined	to	conclude	of	the	military	
orders,	which	we	had	begun	to	consider	of	before	but	were	interrupted	by	the	savages,	as	we	mentioned	formerly.	
And	whilst	we	were	busied	hereabout,	we	were	interrupted	again,	for	there	presented	himself	a	savage,	which	
caused	an	alarm.	He	very	boldly	came	all	alone	and	along	the	houses	straight	to	the	rendezvous,	where	we	
intercepted	him,	not	suffering	him	to	go	in,	as	undoubtedly	he	would,	out	of	his	boldness.	He	saluted	us	in	English,	
and	bade	us	welcome,	for	he	had	learned	some	broken	English	among	the	Englishmen	that	came	to	fish	at	
Monchiggon,	and	knew	by	name	the	most	of	the	captains,	commanders,	and	masters	that	usually	came.	He	was	a	
man	free	in	speech,	so	far	as	he	could	express	his	mind,	and	of	a	seemly	carriage.	We	questioned	him	of	many	
things;	he	was	the	first	savage	we	could	meet	withal.….The	wind	being	to	rise	a	little,	we	cast	a	horseman's	coat	
about	him,	for	he	was	stark	naked,	only	a	leather	about	his	waist,	with	a	fringe	about	a	span	long,	or	little	more;	he	
had	a	bow	and	two	arrows,	the	one	headed,	and	the	other	unheaded.	He	was	a	tall	straight	man,	the	hair	of	his	head	
black,	long	behind,	only	short	before,	none	on	his	face	at	all;	he	asked	some	beer,	but	we	gave	him	strong	water	and	
biscuit,	and	butter,	and	cheese,	and	pudding,	and	a	piece	of	mallard,	all	which	he	liked	well,	and	had	been	
acquainted	with	such	amongst	the	English.	He	told	us	the	place	where	we	now	live	is	called	Patuxet,	and	that	about	
four	years	ago	all	the	inhabitants	died	of	an	extraordinary	plague,	and	there	is	neither	man,	woman,	nor	child	
remaining,	as	indeed	we	have	found	none,	so	as	there	is	none	to	hinder	our	possession,	or	to	lay	claim	unto	it.	…	
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Saturday	and	Sunday,	reasonable	fair	days.	On	this	day	came	again	the	savage,	and	brought	with	him	five	other	tall	
proper	men;	they	had	every	man	a	deer's	skin	on	him,	and	the	principal	of	them	had	a	wild	cat's	skin,	or	such	like	
on	the	one	arm.	They	had	most	of	them	long	hosen	up	to	their	groins,	close	made;	and	above	their	groins	to	their	
waist	another	leather,	they	were	altogether	like	the	Irish-trousers.	They	are	of	a	complexion	like	our	English	
gypsies,	no	hair	or	very	little	on	their	faces,	on	the	heads	long	hair	to	their	shoulders,	only	cut	before,	some	trussed	
up	before	with	a	feather,	broad-wise,	like	a	fan,	another	a	fox	tail	hanging	out.	These	left	(according	to	our	charge	
given	him	before)	their	bows	and	arrows	a	quarter	of	a	mile	from	our	town.	We	gave	them	entertainment	as	we	
thought	was	fitting	them;	they	did	eat	liberally	of	our	English	victuals.	They	made	semblance	unto	us	of	friendship	
and	amity;	they	sang	and	danced	after	their	manner,	like	antics.	They	brought	with	them	in	a	thing	like	a	bow-case	
(which	the	principal	of	them	had	about	his	waist)	a	little	of	their	corn	pounded	to	powder,	which,	put	to	a	little	
water,	they	eat.	He	had	a	little	tobacco	in	a	bag,	but	none	of	them	drank	but	when	he	listed. 
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